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THE FIELD MUSEUM’S VERTEBRATE 
PALEONTOLOGICAL COLLECTION
THE BIG AND SMALL OF IT











9 ft. long rib of Brachiosaurus

7 mm long partial maxilla of Perasciuravus







0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Outgoing Loans per Year

Number of Loans

The year I started managing the loan program



STEP BY STEP
PACKING LOANS FOR TRANSPORT



STEP 1 
Invoice the specimens to be loaned



STEP 2
Photograph the specimens

• Use a scale bar

• Make sure the specimen tag is visible

• Dark background is best

• Cell phones are ideal for this type of 
photography



STEP 3 
Place each piece in Ziploc bag



STEP 4
Wrap in your choice of padding

• polyester batting 

• bubble wrap



STEP 4
Wrap then bag, or vice versa



STEP 5 
Place specimens in box



STEP 6
Add more padding to fill any 
remaining open spaces



STEP 7 
The shift test



STEP 8 
Seal the box, nest it in larger box with 
room to surround all sides with 
packing peanuts.



STEP 9 
Include paperwork – should be the 
first thing seen when opening the box



STEP 10 
Ship it!



TIPS & TRICKS FOR UNIQUE CHALLENGES





The Packing Room



Gold plated Bandicoot teeth 
mounted on SEM stubs









Thank you!


